
 

The (New) Federalist Papers 
 

As you may recall from your history books, The Federalist Papers were published in several 
newspapers during 1787 and 1788, with the intent to persuade voters to ratify the new proposed US 
Constitution.  There were 85 essays written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay, 
which outlined how the new US Government would operate, along with the reasoning behind 
various sections of the proposed Constitution, and why this type of government was the best choice 
for the United States of America.  We have provided a link to a website that provides further links to 
each of The Federalist Papers, in the event that you want to learn more about the background and 
reasoning on the various issues. [Embed Link Here ] 

As we have mentioned elsewhere on our website, one of the missions of our Editorial Board is to 
provide links to various sources of wisdom.  We believe that the Founding Fathers had most of this 
pretty well laid out.  However, over the years, we feel that in a number of key areas (primarily in 
regards to the expanding role of the government, versus a personal responsibility) our US 
government has strayed away from the original game plan. 

The purpose of this conversation piece is to highlight a few of the key thoughts that were written in 
The Federalist Papers regarding the new US Government –  

No. 30 – Concerning the General Power of Taxation…. It has been already observed that the federal 

government ought to possess the power of providing for the support of the national forces; in which 
proposition was intended to be included the expense of raising troops, of building and equipping 
fleets, and all other expenses in any wise connected with military arrangements and operations. 

No. 41 – General View of the Powers Conferred by The Constitution…  …two important questions 

arise: 1. Whether any part of the powers transferred to the general government be unnecessary or 
improper? 2. Whether the entire mass of them be dangerous to the portion of jurisdiction left in the 
several States?  

… in every political institution, a power to advance the public happiness involves a discretion which 
may be misapplied and abused. …. in all cases where power is to be conferred, the point first to be 
decided is, whether such a power be necessary to the public good; as the next will be, in case of an 
affirmative decision, to guard as effectually as possible against a perversion of the power to the public 
detriment.  

That we may form a correct judgment on this subject, it will be proper to review the several powers 
conferred on the government….   1. Security against foreign danger; 2. Regulation of the intercourse 
with foreign nations; 3. Maintenance of harmony and proper intercourse among the States; 4. Certain 
miscellaneous objects of general utility; 5. Restraint of the States from certain injurious acts; 6. 
Provisions for giving due efficacy to all these powers.  

No. 57 – The Alleged Tendency of the New Plan to Elevate the Few at the Expense of the Many 
Considered in Connection with Representation….  The aim of every political constitution is, or ought 

to be, first to obtain for rulers men who possess most wisdom to discern, and most virtue to pursue, 
the common good of the society; and in the next place, to take the most effectual precautions for 
keeping them virtuous whilst they continue to hold their public trust… The means relied on in this form 



of government for preventing their degeneracy are numerous and various. The most effectual one is 
such a limitation of the term of appointments as will maintain a proper responsibility to the people.  

[Insert an embedded link to the Conversation Piece on Term Limits] 

 

As we have noted elsewhere, one of our Editorial Board’s objectives is to solicit additional ideas on 
good policies that should be implemented in the future.  The key objective of our Join the 
Conversation section of the website is to have our Members contribute towards the writing of the 
New Federalist Papers of 2013-2014. 
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