
The Political Process / Gridlock 
 
The following is a recap of the current (sad) state of our country’s political process.  If you look at the 
level of voter participation in presidential election years, compared to the “off year” elections (where 
the voting is for US Senators and Congressional Representatives only) there has been a consistent 13 – 
16 percentage point difference (decrease) in the level of voter participation in the “off year” elections, 
where less than half of the voting-age population bothers to go to the polls.  However, the more 
alarming trend is that the overall level of participation for both the “on year” and “off year” elections 
has decreased by approximately 10 percentage points over the years -   
 
Voting-age population             Voter turnout     Voter Turnout % 

1960    109,159,000                   68,838,204             63.1 % 
1962      112,423,000                       53,141,227               47.3 
 
2010      235,809,266                       90,682,968               37.8  

2012    240,926,957            130,234,600            53.6 
 
So…. What is contributing to the decrease in voter participation?  By definition, the decrease in voter 
turnout directly correlates to a corresponding increase in voter apathy - - a sizeable portion of the 
electorate feels that their vote won’t make a difference in the country’s direction, and “business as 
usual” will therefore continue to be the norm in Washington DC, because the country’s political 
process is gridlocked and is not capable of moving forward. 
 
Our Editorial Board feels differently.  We believe that there are elected leaders in both parties who 
share our concern about the state of our country’s finances, and who can work together to make the 
changes that are needed to Fix the Debt.  As we mentioned on our Home Page, the Foundation to 
Promote Personal Responsibility is a national non-partisan organization that was formed to do 
whatever we can, to put the country on a better fiscal path.  We don’t care if our members are a 
Democrat, Republican, Libertarian, Independent, or “etc”.  Our Foundation was created to support 
those candidates who agree that it is immoral to push our country’s fiscal problems and debt onto 
future generations. 
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